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Eor. gone roberts 
national editor 
the new yori tines 
229 W 43 st. , 
new york, n,y, 10036 

dear nr. roberts, 

almost losing a thumb yesterday one-hands mss., hence problems, including with caps. 

after reading fred graham's story this morning, i tried to call hie, your wasliington 
office opens late Sundays, i phoned you, not expecting you in but asking a patch through. 
ob leave word, the desk said it wouldpipne you at home with my request that you phone 
back, that in my opinion this was important, i remained at the phone save for 20 minutes 
beginning at 4 p.m. long before having to leave briefly i reached you Washington office 
an left similar message for fred, soot returned. 

the importance i see in this as it relates to the two of you anwhat has become the 
institution you servo lies in your collective integrity. I spoke to fred three times 
before he wrote bis oiece and did everything i honorably could to encourage him to not 
again become a utensil for th expectoration oh dishonest government, if i do not attribute 
this intent to him and you - an I IX) H0$ - ibtent and reality do not coincide. It requires 
considerably less acumen than you both have to recognis* the inherent impossibility of 
what you played straight, with no questioning and in what is a clear departure from norm, 
not seeking an independent other side freely and .openly available from me. the ramLt is 
that judging from the saturation radio treatment i*ve heard, you have all become apologists 
for evil an falsehood, part of an enormous propaganda campaign, an i repeat and emphasis© 
tl)is is separate ftom intent, intent is Irrelevant, reality is. 

the omnipresent error is not all attributed to lattimore, nor can it be. but there is 
serious error that cannot but hurt those already victims and protects those guilty of 
abdication of high resposibility. had graham checked with me, as i asked him, that he 
could have avoided and those who in the future will have to write about this and you 
will not have to ponder motive, they will be blinded by what you did. this, really, is 
all that counts. 

it is not only because of discomfort that i h a d tried to avoid writing you. i had 
no desire to make a record that, inevitably, will persist and cannot possibly do .you any 
credit, i serve no constructive purpose in hurting anyone, and as best i can i sssk to 
avoid what may do so. but i also have responsibilities, i have assumed them to the point 
of personal ruin, and i cannot be silent in the face of the most recent in a long series 
of discreditable and naked sycophancies by various parts of the times, all inconsistent 
with normal journalistic practise. 

i am aware of you early efforts - aid pardon the bluntness, reportorial failures - 
in dalias. they do no label you incompetent, but they are failures, they have dominated 
your thinking, ig note more, sine, i also have interviewed witnesses in dalias. what i 
learned you at least could have if you had known what to look for and who to ask 



please understand no personal offense is intended, but i'd like you to consider 
what prospect there is for any kind of decent society, especially a representative 
society, if dishonest government is sheltered by shall i say unquestioning rather than 
dishonest press? no matter how pure you may conceive your purpose, i repeat what you 
do is all that counts, if you are a docent man, as i do presume, i offer the prediction 
you will come__to suffer deep shake from this latest blind, unquestioning acceptance of 
an obvious pi nt and then playing it straight when it requiredSO special knowledge to 
recognise fraud. 

i did ’mow about this in advance and i did preserve fred's trust and confidence 
even if he did not ask it. 


take the third graph as an example, please tell me how any part of or any ijoiabina- 
tion of what lattimore says he saw could possibly " 1 eliminate any doubt completely’ about 
the validity of the Warren, commission's conclusions that lee harvey Oswald fired all the 
shots that struck the president", they are, totally and completely, even if as lattimore 
represents (and this also is false), how can they possibly show who fired anything? And 
please note that all the injuries to the governor-not mentioned at all - must also have 
been caused by these same bullets, plus other things, i’jis is no bet ;,er than propaganda. 

fred made several serious errors in his own name, they hurt the innocent and they 
rape history and they exculpate the guilty, i have to ask and expect that you regard 
this as confidential and off the record, for as i told fred, i have a completed book in 
which i have an enormous investment and rights to safeguard, but it is 100$ false that 
the kennedys guarded ibevfilm "so closely that 'they were not allowed to be seen by 
even members and staff officials of the Warren commission. . . " in all elements fred was 
told a lie. he should luve checked it. i did make this offer, the film was seen, more 
than once, by more than the concussion, and ny proof is beyond any question, over and 
above this, as you should knit; and fred as a lawyer certainly docs, it was in any event 
beyond the power of the kennedys to deny this film to the commission, which did have 
subpena powers. 


1 spare you the aia.-le more there is. but ought you not be 
the times suppressed my freedom of information suits, including for just this evidence, 
the government going to court to deny it, and than the so-called protector og keunedy 
interest giving it to a unashamed apologist whose only genuine expertise is in urine? 
i offered fred his earlier writing, shaving and squaesing bullets is as relevant as 
asking "would you rather go to coney island or by bus". Lattinore knows nothing about the 
evidence hs must know to be able to have MY in content opinion of what he lias just seen. 


Another lie of which you should be aware is that only one bullet was found after 
the shooting, before the end of the day, not fewer than two were. 
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individuals and the times are 
cositful a start you have made. 
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get-kennedy kick. 


you may not 


meanwhile, i leave you to your collective consciences in the hope you .will yet 
search them and find that dosoite the feme and fortune that comes from times association 
you can somehow rise above the retailing in inherently incredible handouts the source 
of which you had to lenow, to take a wee bit of time out of this retailing for a return 
to the professional reporting of which you are capable, a belated remembrance of the 


Past and the norms and principles, if not the accepted stands! 
For you as individuals i regret this very much. 


is, of cur calling. 


sincerely, 
harold weisberg 



